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Gov. Rick Perry ushered in his unprecedented third term Tuesday with an inaugural address calling for Texans to pick up where the federal government has fallen short 
— specifically, the national budget and border security. 
He emphasized the strength the state has maintained during 
the recession and encouraged the state to stay in the lead. He 
said that Texas has fared better than most states in employment 
and development. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, Texas created more than 850,000 jobs since Perry first took 
“
After information provided by the 
Co-op to a University Police Depart-
ment crime prevention initiative led 
to the arrest of a textbook thief over 
winter break, the department will ex-
pand the program to include more 
than students. 
The Hungry for Justice program, 
created by UTPD’s Crime Preven-
tion Unit, allows members of the UT 
community to receive rewards for 
any information that leads to the ap-
prehension of a criminal. 
The unit developed the program in 
2007 and it provides individuals with 
pizza if they report information that 
leads to the criminal’s capture. Stu-
dents can report any tips to the Crime 
Prevention Unit or any UTPD officer. 
UTPD Officer Paul Maslyk said stu-
dents helped in about three incidenc-
es in 2010.
“The program is going very well,” 
Maslyk said. “It’s helping the students 
become more aware of their sur-
roundings, and that way we can help 
stop more crimes from occurring. 
Theft is the biggest issue on campus, 
and if students know what to look out 
for, they can also keep track of their 
own belongings.”
About 500 thefts occurred on 
campus from January to December 
2010, according to UTPD crime 
statistics. Items regularly stolen in-
clude bicycles, laptops, iPods and 
textbooks. Anything that gets the 
students involved in crime preven-
tion will be effective, and UTPD 
has seen it become a success when 
students were rewarded with piz-
zas after helping police catch 
It’s helping the students 
become more aware of 
their surroundings, and 
that way we can help 
stop more crimes from 
occurring.
“
 — Paul Maslyk, UTPD officer
UT can continue to use race 
as a factor in freshman admis-
sions after the 5th Circuit Court 
of Appeals handed down a rul-
ing Tuesday that affirmed the 
policy’s constitutionality. 
Two white female students de-
nied admission to UT in 2008 filed 
the case Abigale Fisher, et al. v. State 
of Texas, et al., but they lost the case 
in 2009 in a ruling by Austin Dis-
trict Judge Sam Sparks. A panel of 
three circuit court judges denied 
their appeal Tuesday. The plain-
tiffs could potentially appeal to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, but there is no 
guarantee the case will be heard.
In its decision, the court ruled UT 
adhered to legal standards set out in 
Grutter v. Bollinger, a 2003 U.S. Su-
preme Court case that allowed the 
use of race as a factor for admission 
to the University of Michigan’s Law 
School. The ruling applies only to 
UT’s admission policies in 2008 when 
the plaintiffs sought admission. 
According to the court’s ruling, 
the plaintiffs argued UT’s top-10 
percent admission rule provided a 
race-neutral alternative to increase 
minority enrollment. The court held 
the top-10 percent rule does not ef-
fectively ensure diversity. 
“While the law may have contrib-
uted to an increase in overall mi-
nority enrollment, those minori-
ty students remain clustered in cer-
tain programs, limiting the benefi-
cial effects of educational diversity,” 
Circuit Judge Patrick Higginboth-
am wrote in his ruling on the Fisher 
appeal. The top-10 percent rule has 
since been limited to guarantee ad-
mission for only up to 75 percent of 
incoming freshmen.
“In an effort to ensure represen-
tation of minorities, the law school 
sought to enroll a ‘critical mass’ of 
minority students, which would re-
sult in increased minority engage-




State of the  
City Dinner 
AISD Superintendent Meria 
Castarphen headlines the 
evening, which begins at 6:30 
p.m. in the UT Club of the 
Darrel K Royal-Texas Memorial 
Stadium. RSVP required.
Rivalry
UT men’s basketball faces the 
Aggies at the Frank Erwin 
Center at 8 p.m. in their first 
meeting of the season. The 




Instrumental rocker Joe 
Satriani takes the stage at the 
Paramount Theatre at 8 p.m. 
Ticket prices start at $38.
In 1809
Author and poet Edgar Allen 
Poe was born in Boston, Mass.




“Whatever it takes 
for my team to 
get rolling I’m go-
ing to do it. I think 
my voice helps 
during the game. 
I’m trying to be 
that extra man to 




Longhorn Salsa hosts an open 
house to introduce interested 
students to the organization 
and teach dance steps at 8 p.m. 
in the Texas Union Ballroom.
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The penalties for first-time Driv-
ing While Intoxicated offenders may 
change this year as the result of a plan 
supported by a group of lawyers and 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving.
State Rep. Todd Smith, R-Eu-
less, filed a bill in November 2010 
which could ease first-time offend-
ers away from the courts and allow 
them to avoid jail time by receiving 
treatment and requiring alcohol ig-
nition interlocks, — breath test de-
vices linked to the vehicle’s ignition 
— for their cars.
“This bill is a step in the right di-
rection for law enforcement in Tex-
as,” said MADD spokesman Toni 
Logan. “It provides all the optimism 
for rehabilitation without the con-
cern of giving them a free pass.”
MADD supports the legislation 
because it’s not a typical deferred 
adjudication bill, Logan said. She 
said it includes requirements for all 
first-time offenders to have an igni-
tion interlock installed in their ve-
hicles and ensures that the offense 
goes on their record. When an in-
dividual blows into the device, the 
car will not start unless the driv-
er’s blood alcohol content is below 
the legal level of .08, according to 
MADD’s website. 
“You have to address behavioral 
causes, or at some point they’ll do it 
again,” Logan said. “We have to take 
a step back and look at the individ-
ual in order to help them recover.”
According to the MADD web-
site, Texas is the fifth high-
est-ranking state in the na-
tion in the number of DWIs re-





RACE continues on PAGE 2
Photos by Tamir Kalifa | Daily Texan Staff 
Linda Ahren and Amber orand listen to Governor rick perry’s third inauguration speech from the South Mall of the State Capitol on 
tuesday morning. perry originally served as George W. Bush’s Lt. Governor and replaced him following the 2000 presidential election. 
Ut president 
William powers 




outside the 5th 
Circuit Court 
of Appeals in 
New orleans 
following a 
court case in 
August.  the 
case dealt with 
how Ut plans 
to treat the 
issue of race 





Gov. rick perry delivers his inauguration speech, commending the 
resilience of texans and thanking his family as well as veterans. 
Hundreds gathered on the overcast and brisk morning to attend the 





DWI continues on PAGE 2
By Allison Kroll
Daily texan Staff
Undergraduate students may 
not be learning higher-level think-
ing skills such as complex reason-
ing and written communication 
that college students should mas-
ter, according to a book by two so-
ciology professors. 
The book, “Academically Adrift: 
Limited Learning on College 
Campuses,” by Richard Arum of 
New York University and Josipa 
Roksa of the University of Virginia 
claims the university system in the 
U.S. fails to focus on undergradu-
ate education. 
“No actors in the system are pri-
marily interested in undergradu-
ates’ academic growth, although 
many are interested in student 
retention and persistence,” the 
book says. 





Nine students received charges 
of Possession of Alcohol by a Mi-
nor after a UT staff member dis-
covered them inside an 8th floor 
dormitory room. During the 
Housing And Food investigation 
all nine students were uncoop-
erative and refused to comply 
until the Hall Coordinator no-
tified UTPD. Their alcohol was 
poured out and the students re-
ceived a referral to the Dean of 
Students from H&F.
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Join us for a live concert, 
FREE pizza, ice cream & broomball!   
 
Thursday, January 20 at 7pm 
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The Texan strives to present all information 
fair ly,  accurately  and completely.  I f 
we have made an error, let us know 
about it. Call (512) 232-2217 or e-mail 
managingeditor@dailytexanonline.com.
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CORRECTIONS
Because of a reporting error, 
Tuesday’s page-one news story about 
the MLK Day community march 
should have said Brenda Burt works 
with the Department of African and 
African Diaspora Studies.
Because of a reporting error, 
Tuesday’s page-one news story about 
the new Student Activity Center 
misspelled the name of Marcus 
Ceniceros.
Andrew Torrey | Daily Texan Staff 
Katherine Walker browses the expansive selection of wigs at Sunny’s Wigs located on Airport Boulevard. Many women choose to wear wigs as 
a convenient alternative to styling their own. 
School of wigcraft and wiggery RACEcontinues from PAGE 1
minority contributions to the char-
acter of the School,” Higginbotham 
wrote. “The Grutter Court endorsed 
this goal, holding that diversity, in-
cluding seeking a critical mass of mi-
nority students, is ‘a compelling state 
interest that can justify the use of race 
in university admissions.’”
The court found that UT began 
addressing race “as but one of many 
considerations” in its admission pro-
cess in 2004. UT implemented this 
policy more than a year after the 
Grutter ruling, and after the Board 
of Regents commissioned two stud-
ies into whether the university sys-
tem was enrolling enough minori-
ty students to ensure diversity. The 
studies resulted in the consideration 
of race to promote diversity in the 
undergraduate student body. 
UT’s Vice President for Le-
gal Affairs, Patricia Ohlendorf, de-
clined to comment in detail because 
she had not yet fully reviewed the 
court’s opinions. 
“I can tell you that the Universi-
ty is very pleased that the 5th Circuit 
Court of Appeals affirmed Federal 
District Judge Sam Sparks’ 2009 grant 
of summary judgment for the Uni-
versity,” Ohlendorf said. “The Uni-
versity has maintained our admis-
sions policy is constitutional and fol-
lows the guidance given by the U.S. 
Supreme Court in Grutter v. Bol-
bicycle thieves, Maslyk said.
I think the program is a prom-
ising step and a good idea,” said 
UTPD Officer Scott Rhoads. “Our 
Crime Prevention Unit tries to get 
the word out there about it. I don’t 
know if all 50,000 students at UT 
are informed, but a good majority 
of them are. That will help prevent 
more thefts.”
In the textbook theft incident over 
the break, the Co-op’s loss prevention 
department provided UTPD with 
photos and footage of the individu-
al by tracking him through cameras 
around the store, Maslyk said. 
“We like to be able to help UTPD 
out with textbook thefts, and a pro-
gram like this makes people more 
prepared when thefts occur,” said 
Daniel Berumen, Co-op loss pre-
vention and operations manager. “It 
helps stop theft on campus, in West 
Campus and other areas surround-
ing the University.”
The Co-op loss prevention de-
partment provides a service for not 
only students but also faculty and 
staff by seeking out suspicious activi-
ty throughout the store and attempt-
ing to help University law enforce-
ment, he said.
“It’s great the UTPD would do 
something like this,” Berumen said. 
“It shows that my loss prevention 
staff is very well appreciated for the 
things they have done. It’s a good 
way to recognize the talent and hard 
work they put into their job.”
The Co-op now requests a form 
of identification from all individuals 
attempting to sell books in the buy-
back section of the store to prevent 
similar incidents from reoccurring, 
Berumen said.
Paul Woodruff, dean of Under-
graduate Studies, said UT began 
to require signature courses for 
some students in 2005 and now 
requires them for all undergrad-
uates to ensure they receive the 
broad higher-thinking and writ-
ing skills “Academically Adrift” 
addresses. He said the Universi-
ty is also beginning to develop a 
Course Transformation Program 
this month to introduce the lat-
est teaching methods and tech-
nologies to classroom. 
“The trend these days is to 
present content to students out-
side the classroom and use the 
lectures for more creative crit-
ical thinking skills,” Woodruff 
said. “Just listening to lectures is 
not particularly beneficial.”
The book’s findings are based 
in part on analysis of the Col-
legiate Learning Assessment, 
which the New York-based non-
profit Council for Aid to Edu-
cation conducts. The standard-
ized test assesses gains in gen-
eral critical thinking skills by 
testing representative samples 
of students at different stages in 
their undergraduate studies, or-
ganization president Roger Ben-
jamin said.
“Assessments are only one 
take, and you need to focus on 
curriculum reform and focus on 
the way you teach,” Benjamin 
said. “Some appropriate stan-
dard assessment is necessary be-
cause it gives you an indication 
of how you are doing.”
The book also addresses in-
equality along racial and family 
background lines. It is general-
ly accepted that students’ back-
grounds affect their academ-
ic ability when they enter col-
lege, said Kevin Cokley, associ-
ate professor of educational psy-
chology and African and African 
Diaspora studies. 
“There are a number of risk 
factors that negatively impact 
the performance and academic 
skills of African-American stu-
dents at all levels of education,” 
Cokley said. “These risk factors 
include poverty or lower socio-
economic status, poor school 
quality and lower parental edu-
cation. It should be emphasized 
that these inequalities are due 
primarily to social and environ-
mental factors, and not innate 
deficits of African-Americans.”
people who committed three or 
more DWIs in the past year. Lo-
gan said the new legislation does 
not apply to DWI offenders who 
have injured or killed anyone. 
“I’ve seen more innocent peo-
ple die from DWI collisions than 
any other way,” said UT Police 
Department Chief Robert Dahl-
strom. “I’ve seen it happen over 
and over. [DWIs] will only not be 
a significant issue when there are 
no more DWIs on the road.”
Between January and Octo-
ber 2010, campus police report-
ed about 65 DWIs in UTPD-en-
forced areas, compared to 123 for 
all of 2009, according to UTPD’s 
crime statistics.
“When I was on the street, our 
officers were beginning to receive 
better training on recognizing 
DWIs,” Halstead said. “They’re 
hitting the streets better educated 
than they used to be, and that’s a 
promising step.”
Austin Police are currently 
waiting for the bill to go to the 
floor for debate before discussion 
can commence on whether they 
support it, said Austin Police De-
partment Lt. Dereck Galloway.
“We understand that people 
make mistakes, and we don’t want 
to hang them out to dry,” Gallo-
way said. “As law enforcement, we 
have to look at a bill, talk about it 
and decide if we can live with it. 
We have to be able to ensure that 
the citizens will be safe, and we 
will do everything we can to make 
sure that happens.”
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TUNIS, Tunisia — At least four 
opposition ministers quit Tunisia’s 
day-old unity government Tuesday, 
aligning themselves with demonstra-
tors who insist democratic change is 
impossible while so many support-
ers of the freshly ousted president 
are hoarding posts of power.
Police in riot gear forcefully put 
down a demonstration of the sort 
that toppled the North African 
country’s longtime autocratic lead-
er last week, pummeling a demon-
strator with batons and boot kicks 
— and highlighting a question on 
many minds: Is the new regime re-
ally much different?
As Tunisia struggles to move 
past the rioting, looting and score-
settling that has marked the politi-
cal transition, there was a growing 
sense Tuesday that it will be diffi-
cult for the interim government to 
hold together and pave the way to-
ward elections expected within six 
to seven months.
After the initial exhilaration of 
last week, when a populist uprising 
ousted President Zine El Abidine 
Ben Ali after 23 years in power and 
sent him fleeing to Saudi Arabia — 
sounding a warning bell for other 
political strongmen in the region 
— many are fretting about what it 
ultimately meant.
“I am afraid that our revolution 
will be stolen from me and my peo-
ple. The people are asking for free-
doms and this new government 
is not. They are the ones who op-
pressed the people for 23 years,” 
said Ines Mawdud, a 22-year-old 
student who was among protesters 
at the demonstration.
Tunisia’s outlawed Ennahdha Is-
lamist party said its members also 
marched Tuesday — something 
that was unthinkable during the 
rule of Ben Ali, who banned the 
group in 1992 and waged an on-
going crackdown against it. Au-
thorities had accused the group of 
forming a military wing to kill Ben 
Ali and establish a Muslim funda-
mentalist state. Group leaders said 
their confessions were extracted 
through torture.
Hamadi Jebali, a spokesman for 
the party, told The Associated Press 
it wants “a chance to let the people of 
Tunisia choose their leaders and to 
have a chance to accept or reject us via 
the polls.”
Ben Ali was often criticized for 
a heavy-handed crackdown on Is-
lamists and opponents, for curb-
ing civil liberties and for run-
ning a police state — though he 
was praised for turning his coun-
try into a successful tourist haven 
and was an ally in the U.S. fight 
against terrorism.
In an attempt to distance them-
selves from Ben Ali, the country’s 
interim president and prime min-
ister quit the ruling Constitutional 
Democratic Rally party (RCD) par-
ty on Tuesday. The RCD party also 
kicked out Ben Ali, its founder, na-
tional television reported. 
Also Tuesday, political leader 
Moncef Marzouki returned from 
more than 20 years of exile in 
France to a joyful reception at Tu-
nis’ airport from supporters who 
carried him on their shoulders.
Marzouki, a physician and hu-
man rights activist who leads 
the once-banned CPR party and 
wants to run for president, urged 
fellow Tunisians to hold firm in 
their efforts to bring down Ben 
Ali’s party.
“Don’t let anyone steal this 
blessed revolution from you,” Mar-
zouki said, adding: “Don’t waste the 
blood of our martyrs.” That was a 
reference to the 78 protesters and 
civilians who died in the protests 
that swept Ben Ali from power. 
Many were killed by police bullets.
In another blow to the Medi-
terranean country, whose econo-
my is heavily dependent on tour-
ism, several European tour opera-
tors said they have canceled trips 
to Tunisia through mid-February 
due to safety concerns.
U.S. State Department spokes-
man P.J. Crowley said that about 70 
U.S. citizens, including officials and 
private citizens, were flown out of 
Tunis today to Rabat, Morocco.
By   Bouazza Ben Bouazza 
& Hadeel Al-Shalchi
The Associated Press
Tunisia struggles through governmental transition
Christophe Ena |  Associated Press
Protestors hold bread as they face riot police officers during a demonstration against the Constitutional 
Democratic Rally (RCD) party of Ben Ali in the center of Tunis. The bread reportedly accompanied chants 
from the gathered protestors of, “We can live on bread and water ...  but not with the RCD.”
The people are asking for freedoms 
and this new government is not.“  — Ines Mawdud, Protester
Six more states join in lawsuit 
to repeal health care legislation
PENSACOLA, Fla. — Six more 
states joined a lawsuit in Florida against 
President Obama’s health care overhaul 
on Tuesday, meaning more than half of 
the country is challenging the law.
The six additional states, all with 
Republican attorneys general, joined 
Florida and 19 others in the legal ac-
tion, Florida Attorney General Pam 
Bondi said.
The states claim the health care law 
is unconstitutional and violates people’s 
rights by forcing them to buy health in-
surance by 2014 or face penalties.
Joining the coalition in the Florida 
case were: Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Ohio, 
Wisconsin and Wyoming.
The other states that are suing are 
Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Colora-
do, Georgia, Indiana, Idaho, Louisi-
ana, Michigan, Mississippi, Nebraska, 
Nevada, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, 
South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, 
Utah and Washington.
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 Have someting to say? Say it in print — and to 
the entire campus. 
The Daily Texan Editorial Board is currently 
accepting applications for columnists and car-
toonists. We’re looking for talented writers and 
artists to provide as much diversity of opinion as 
possible. Anyone and everyone is encouraged to 
apply. 
Writing for the Texan is a great way to get your 
voice heard. Our columnists’ and reporters’ work is 
often syndicated nationwide, and every issue of the 
Texan is a historical document archived at the Cen-
ter for American History. 
Barack Obama may not be a frequent reader, 
but a copy of the Texan runs across UT President 
William Powers Jr.’s desk each day, and the opin-
ions on this page have great potential to affect 
University policy. 
If interested, please come to the Texan office 
at 25th and Whitis streets to complete an appli-
cation form and sign up for an interview time. 
If you have any additional questions, please con-
tact Lauren Winchester at (512) 232-2212 or 
editor@dailytexanonline.com.
You can be a Daily Texan columnist  
or  cartoonist.
Write for the Texan
By you
Daily Texan columnist
Robert J. Birgeneau, the Chancellor of UC–
Berkeley, sent out a school wide e-mail on Jan. 
10 discussing the recent shooting in Tucson, 
Ariz. While the events had only transpired 48 
hours prior, apparently Birgeneau had gath-
ered enough perspective to pinpoint the cause 
of the shooting. Even while details about the 
shooter and his background were still trickling 
out, like many in the media, Birgeneau pointed 
to an unhealthy political climate typified by 
hyperbolic distortions and vicious character 
attacks. However, Birgeneau took his analysis a 
step further and held up a single policy issue as 
the cause of the shooting. In his e-mail, Birge-
neau writes, “I believe that it is not a coinci-
dence that this calamity has occurred in a state 
which has legislated discrimination against 
undocumented persons” and goes on to call 
such legislation “mean-spirited xenophobia.” 
The response to Birgeneau’s e-mails was al-
most universally negative from both ends of 
the political spectrum. While many politicians 
and members of the media immediately called 
on their peers to tone down the hateful lan-
guage, few engaged in the type of finger point-
ing Birgeneau employed. Additionally, as more 
information about the shooter and his possible 
motives has become available, there has been 
no evidence linking him in any way to recent 
controversy over immigration and S.B. 1070 
in Arizona.  
But what makes Birgeneau’s e-mail so alarm-
ing is not the fact that he blatantly and imme-
diately attempted to politicize a national trag-
edy. Rather, it is Birgeneau’s position of power 
as a university administrator.  
By singling out the immigration issue, 
Birgeneau is making a political statement. 
Later in his e-mail Birgeneau writes, “On our 
own campus, and throughout all the campuses 
of the University of California, we must con-
tinue to work toward a climate of equity and 
inclusion...We must be vigilant to condemn 
hate speech.” 
Birgeneau does not state his position on 
the immigration debate outright, but such a 
stance is certainly implied. One might won-
der how Birgeneau would react to a student or 
group protesting against illegal immigration 
or in support of legislation like Arizona’s S.B. 
1070. Would such a position constitute “hate 
speech” in the eyes of Birgeneau and his ad-
ministration? If so, they would certainly con-
sider it justifiable to restrict such speech since, 
after all, “A climate in which demonization of 
others goes unchallenged and hateful speech is 
tolerated can lead to such a tragedy.” Chancel-
lor Birgeneau is not alone in his opinion on 
the immigration issue; many Americans across 
the country protested against the discrimina-
tory legislation last year. However, by using his 
official position within the University to play 
politics, he threatens student liberties. 
University administrators across the coun-
try are often presented with the task of foster-
ing an environment of inclusivity while still 
allowing students their constitutional rights 
to freedom of speech and assembly. Yet, this 
power can be used to stifle discourse. 
UT has a long history of using bureaucratic 
procedures to limit or silence student expres-
sion, harkening back to the 1960s and `70s 
when then-Regent Frank Erwin was notori-
ous for trying to stop student protests amid 
the new “counter-culture” movement. Luckily 
for students, today’s administration does not 
employ the same coercive tactics. But there 
are still currently several mechanisms in place 
through which administrators can check or 
limit student expression. For instance, student 
organizations that wish to assemble in public 
are restricted to certain “free speech zones” 
and often must reserve a meeting space ahead 
of time, and they must obtain advance permis-
sion when bringing a guest speaker to campus 
— all of which require approval by the Dean of 
Students office. 
And, like many universities across the coun-
try, including UC-Berkeley, UT has institu-
tional rules prohibiting speech that constitutes 
harassment or “hate speech.” According to 
UT’s rules, harassment is defined as conduct 
that creates “an objectively hostile environ-
ment that interferes or diminishes” an indi-
vidual’s ability to participate in University ac-
tivities. The issue here is that the burden is on 
University administrators to determine what 
they deem to be “objectively hostile,” making 
any such judgment inherently subjective.  
While we certainly don’t want a hostile 
learning environment for students, it is just as 
important to uphold our freedom of expres-
sion. Colleges and universities are meant to 
provide an arena for ideas and give students 
the freedom to debate the merits of a variety of 
positions and philosophies. Bureaucratic pro-
cedures can place limits on student expression 
for students at either end of the political spec-
trum. We don’t need University officials judg-
ing whether students or groups have the right 
to voice an opinion, whether that’s the Young 
Conservatives or ¡ella pelea!
Students must be vigilant against attempts by 
administrators to restrict student expression, 
especially under the guise of protecting their 
own welfare. We cannot let well-intentioned 
policies become a tool for pushing a political 
agenda — not in California, not in Texas, not 
anywhere. 
— Dave Player for the editorial board
VIeWPOINT
Morry gash | Associated Press
A picture of Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, D-Ariz., is seen at a makeshift memorial in front of the 
University Medical Center in Tucson, Ariz. 
Considering political speech in the wake of a tragedy
I was a student at Virginia Tech 
when the worst school shooting in 
American history came to pass. I 
lost the girl I loved to a suicidal, an-
gry individual.
Since then, bills have been intro-
duced consistently in both the Virginia 
General Assembly and the Texas Legis-
lature that would arm students. In the 
former state, the bills have failed repeat-
edly because the survivors of the Vir-
ginia Tech shooting are uniformly op-
posed to what they see as a potentially 
dangerous legislative platitude. Yet law-
makers here in Texas continue to push 
for guns on campus, saying they want 
to “prevent another Virginia Tech,” de-
spite the repudiation of that argument 
by the shooting survivors.
The gun lobby has long argued that 
mass shooters exclusively target “gun-
free zones” and, confusingly, that the 
presence of firearms can deter suicid-
al individuals. The firearms industry 
maintains this argument even in the 
face of the Jan. 8 shooting in Tucson 
that nearly took the life of Rep. Ga-
brielle Giffords. Arizona allows the 
concealed carry of firearms without 
any background check or permit. In-
deed, Giffords is herself the owner of 
a Glock handgun. Whether or not the 
attacker was suicidal, it appears that 
the threat of “defensive” gunfire had 
no deterrent effect.
Shootings have more in common 
with ambushes than duels — and in 
an ambush, it doesn’t matter how the 
victims are armed. Two of my mar-
tial arts students died in the Virginia 
Tech shooting; neither had a chance 
even to stand up, and one never saw 
her killer enter the room. Guns would 
not have saved them if they didn’t 
have time to move. So, we must begin 
to ask ourselves: What do we do for 
those who can’t simply get strapped, 
such as 9-year-old Tucson victim 
Christina Green?
The gun lobby is using a bait-and-
switch tactic. The National Rifle As-
sociation slowly picks away at popular 
gun control measures, obscures sta-
tistics from the public view under the 
guise of privacy and resists the closing 
of loopholes, arguing that requiring 
background checks at gun shows is 
too inconvenient. Then, when a major 
tragedy occurs, the NRA simply claims 
that gun control doesn’t work. Yet we 
see clear evidence that it does work in 
the U.K., where the homicide rate is 
one-fourth of that seen in America.
The NRA claims that mass shooters 
love gun-free zones. Mass shooters do 
not target gun-free zones because they 
lack guns. They target gun-free zones 
because such places are considered 
sanctuaries. The shooter at my alma 
mater wanted to take away our feeling 
of safety in classrooms.
A rational look at the statistics shows 
that even counting Virginia Tech and 
Northern Illinois University, we re-
main safe in classrooms. According to 
a Department of Justice study, 93 per-
cent of violent crimes against students 
happen off campus. Indeed, the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin has experi-
enced only three homicides in the last 
30 years. I cannot imagine improving 
that rate by adding guns, except per-
haps in the hands of professional law 
enforcement officers.
Alas, the Legislature appears set 
to replace police officers with armed 
undergraduates. The budget shortfall 
all but guarantees doom for higher 
education, and our peace officers are 
already underpaid compared to their 
off-campus counterparts.
At the same time, two bills have 
been introduced (H.B. 86 and S.B. 
354) which would effectively deputize 
and arm students with only about a 
day’s worth of training. Currently the 
law requires that such individuals be 
21, but a recently filed court case in 
Lubbock is likely to change the mini-
mum age to 18.
Only one in four Texans support the 
two bills, but the ratio in the Legisla-
ture seems to be around one in two.
While most of the few students who 
support the legislation have good in-
tentions, it is worth acknowledging 
that people make a lot of mistakes in 
college — and it is best to make these 
mistakes without a firearm in hand. I 
hope Texas will join me, along with the 
survivors of the Virginia Tech shoot-
ing, in protecting the sanctuaries that 
are our classrooms.
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Need to have 
your wisdom 
teeth removed?
Don’t do it yourself.
We have a research study.
Right now, PPD is looking for men and women
for a post-surgical pain relief research study
of an investigational medication. Surgery for
qualified study participants will be performed
by a board certified oral surgeon. Financial
compensation is provided upon study completion
and the surgery is performed at no cost.
For information, call  462-0492
MPH  •  MS  •  DrPH  •  PhD
One School. Six Campuses. 
Endless Opportunities.
Houston                  Austin                  Brownsville                  Dallas                  El Paso                  San Antonio 
• Best value among top 10 schools of public health
• 15 dual degree and 4 graduate certificate programs
• #1 ranked program in health promotion
• World-class research in genetics and disease prevention
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH
APPLICATION 
DEADLINES: 
Fall 2011  _ Feb. 1 
Spring 2012  _ Aug. 1
For more than 40 years, The University of Texas School
of Public Health has been protecting and transforming
the health of people in Texas, across the nation and
around the world.  Visit www.sph.uth.tmc.edu to discover
more reasons to choose The University of Texas School 
of Public Health and benefit from the best in public health.
www.sph.uth . tmc.edu
The Daily Texan
Jan. 18 - Feb. 3
We are currently hiring 
in all departments. 
Come sign up in the basement 
of HSM.
Questions?




A strong economy, a vibrant arts 
scene and high quality of life have 
always drawn young people to Aus-
tin. The growing number of new 
Austin residents has placed the 
city first in drawing young Ameri-
cans, replacing Riverside, Calif., as 
the most popular destination for 
young people in the country.
“We have certainly seen anec-
dotal evidence of this growing pop-
ulation,” said city of Austin spokes-
man Matt Curtis. “For the last sev-
eral years, I have noticed an in-
crease of activity in the city — par-
ticularly in terms of community 
events like volunteering and fund-
raising — done by young profes-
sionals and geared toward young 
professionals.”
According to studies conduct-
ed by a public policy think tank, 
the Brookings Institution, between 
2007 and 2009, young people ages 
25-34 opted to move to Austin in-
stead of previously popular cit-
ies such as Phoenix, Atlanta and 
Houston.
“I really like Austin because it 
is so unique and there is always 
something to do,” said former 
Michigan resident Anna Deaton. 
“My sister lived here, and I used to 
love coming to visit her, so I decid-
ed to move, too. It’s a nice change 
from the cold.”
Though migration slowed great-
ly during the recession, William 
Frey from the Brookings Insti-
tution found that cities that re-
mained economically vibrant — 
such as Dallas, Austin and Seattle 
— were at the top of the list.
“Austin is attractive for everyone, 
and it’s easy for young profession-
als to come because of the job cre-
ation and quality of life,” Curtis said. 
“Young people want to go where 
there are more young people, and 
we have a fairly young demograph-
ic here.”
Aside from the unique artistic 
lifestyle, the city’s economic growth 
during the recession has been cit-
ed as a main attraction. During the 
difficult recession years in 2009 
and 2010, Austin created jobs and 
enjoyed the expansion of compa-
nies such as Facebook, Samsung 
and SunPower.
“Traditionally, the strength of 
the Austin economy was educat-
ed young people, especially in the 
engineering and sciences,” said 
Robert Wilson, an urban policy 
professor and member of the UT 
Population Research Center. “I 
think what has happened now is 
the economy has grown so much 
that UT itself has not been able 
to produce enough graduates to 
keep up. And for reasons that in-
clude lifestyle and city personal-
ity, the job creation has attracted 
more people.”
Wilson cites the presence of 
small businesses and qualified 
people in Austin as a motivator 
for businesses to move to the city. 
Wilson addressed concerns many 
longtime residents had about the 
city maintaining its personality 
with the introduction of so many 
new faces.
“Cities change and are dynamic. 
You could say the city has become 
more cosmopolitan,” said Wilson, 
an Austin resident since 1979. “But 
it’s also true that the city has be-
come more diversified, and this di-
versity will continue.”
The complicated immigration 
system in the United States can 
create hurdles for international 
scientists hoping to conduct re-
search here, postdoctoral fellows 
learned in a presentation Tuesday.
Attorney Mark Harrington, 
chairman of the State Bar of Tex-
as Committee on Laws Relating 
to Immigration and Nationality, 
visited UT to talk about immigra-
tion law and how it applies to in-
ternational scientists attempting 
to research in the United States. 
Board members of the School 
of Biological Sciences Post-
doctoral Association chose 
to have Harrington speak be-
cause of the strong interna-
tional presence in their orga-
nization, they said.
“Being an internation-
al myself, I think it was very 
helpful,” said neurobiolo-
gy postdoctoral fellow San-
geetha Iyer f rom India. 
“We got a lot of information out of 
it. It gives some clarity about how to 
go about the immigration process. 
Immigration in academia is not as 
well etched out as industries.”
Iyer said the information Har-
rington told the audience will 
help her in the future. 
Harrington discussed various 
cases he has worked on through-
out his career and told the audi-
ence about different immigra-
tion options for foreign-born sci-
entists. These include petitions 
filed by American researchers or 
by employers, and others that re-
quire the international research-
ers be at the top of their fields to 
earn consideration.
Although the different peti-
tions require various criteria, 
it helps cases to have peer-re-
viewed journal articles, citations 
of your work by other research-
ers and other proof of extensive 
work experience in a field, Har-
rington said.
“Immigration officers look for 
non-scientific data about your re-
search,” Harrington said. “Letters 
of recommendation, especial-
ly from independent research-
ers, people who you have never 
worked with, are very helpful.”
Controversial domestic politics 
hide the fact that the U.S. has a 
cultural advantage over any oth-
er country, he said.
“The U.S. is still unquestion-
ably the most open society you 
can imagine,” Harrington said. 
“That is a competitive advantage 
we have.”
He said immigration policy in 
D.C. goes beyond disputes be-
tween Democrats and Republi-
cans.
“Immigration is a difficult top-
ic because there is always the 
question: ‘Are you taking some 
American’s job?’ As unemploy-
ment gets higher and higher, it 
becomes more difficult for immi-
grants,” Harrington said.
“Over 50 percent of our mem-
bers are international postdocs,” 
said postdoctoral fellow Debo-
rah Watson, who is a member of 
the association that hosted Har-
rington. “Coming from a non-in-
ternational student background, 
I had no idea how big of a deal 
this process is. I will probably be 
employing international scholars 
and postdocs so for me it opened 
my eyes and I learned a lot.”
By Lauren Giudice
Daily Texan Staff
Jono Foley | Daily Texan Staff
Immigration attorney Mark E. Harrington lectures to foreign-born scientists seeking to continue research in the United States.  Harrington 
explains how the process of immigration for these scientists is extremely competitive.
Scientists face immigration complications
Strong economy, art scene 
draws young people to city
Shannon Kintner | Daily Texan Staff 
Music studies freshman Marshall Tidrick throws a frisbee to a friend on 
the South Mall. Tidrick is one of the many young people who moved to 
Austin because “it’s a fun place to be.”
Texas attorney, association 
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Similar word usage and speak-
ing patterns between two peo-
ple is a powerful predictor of how 
compatible they are, a recent UT 
study shows.
Psychology Department Chair 
James Pennebaker and his research-
ers looked at transcripts of a speed 
dating study at Northwestern Uni-
versity. The re-
searchers used a 
computer analysis 
program to exam-
ine the language of 
the two people as 
they conversed.
“If people are 
matching at this 
low-level language 
use, we can actual-
ly predict if they’re 
going to go on a 
second date faster 
and more accurately than the people 
themselves do,” Pennebaker said.
Pennebaker said people are of-
ten attracted to people who talk 
like them, and when a person is at-
tracted to someone they begin to 
talk like them.
“Once you sit down and start talk-
ing to somebody that you find inter-
esting or attractive, you start paying 
closer attention to them,” Pennebak-
er said. “The closer you pay attention, 
the more you start to mimic them. 
When we are attracted to somebody, 
we start talking like them, and we are 
more likely to be attracted to people 
who talk like us in the first place.”
The study looked at language 
style matching words. Psychology 
professor Sam Gosling said these 
are function words, prepositions, 
pronouns and articles. People often 
don’t think about them, but they 
have a strong psychological impact 
on us, Gosling said.
“These function words constitute 
a very large proportion of the words 
we speak,” Gosling said.
Gosling said Pen-
nebaker’s research 
reveals that there is 
a deep psycholog-
ical level on which 
people connect.
“We don’t have 
very good intu-
ition about what we 
want, as much re-
search has shown,” 
Gosling said. “We 
don’t really know 
how we will get 
along with people, and what is real-
ly great about this is that [language 
style matching] seems to be this tool 
that allows us to be able to under-
stand and predict how people are 
connecting, even if they themselves 
don’t have a good idea about it.”
Linguistics associate professor Da-
vid Beaver said others do not only 
affect people’s language in the long 
term but that it is also common for 
people to mimic behavior and lan-
guage in shorter terms.
“Even in short conversation, 
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You’re invited to 
CARBOS FOR CHRIST...
Student Pasta Lunch every Wednesday @ 12:30 p.m.




Bring this coupon with you to your second 
plasma donation and receive a $10 bonus. 
*Bonus redeemable only upon completion of a full 
donation. Coupon cannot be combined with any 
other BioLife offer. UTD
Expires 3.31.11
FOR NEW DONORS ONLY
Donating plasma at 
BioLife Plasma Services 
can save a life and 
pay you back. 
Receive up to $200 per month, and for a  
limited time, bring the Bonus Coupon to  
your first donation for an extra $10.
Open Saturdays from noon to 4pm, 
beginning January 29
SCHEDULE YOUR DONATION TODAY AT 
512.251.8855
Biolife Plasma Services 
14415 Owen Tech Blvd • Austin, TX 78728 
www.biolifeplasma.com
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Kissing is a nearly global prac-
tice, with estimates showing that 
about 90 percent of the world’s pop-
ulation partake. A UT researcher’s 
new book helps unlock the scientif-
ic mysteries behind the practice of 
locking lips.
Sheril Kirshenbaum’s new book, 
“The Science of Kissing: What Our 
Lips Are Telling Us,” came out Jan. 
5. Kirshenbaum, a research associ-
ate at UT’s Center for Internation-
al Energy and Environmental Poli-
cy and science writer, wrote a blog 
post for Discover magazine three 
years ago that evolved into a new 
book she said explores a topic stud-
ied sporadically.
“I realized it’s a wonderful subject 
— a near-universal human behav-
ior that can be explored from lots 
of lenses: anthropology, endocrinol-
ogy, neuroscience and even history 
and culture,” Kirshenbaum said.
Kirshenbaum’s blog post received 
widespread attention, and the 
American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science invited her to 
help organize a symposium on the 
science of kissing at the organiza-
tion’s annual meeting.
In her book, Kirshenbaum details 
her research on theories of the ori-
gin and evolutionary significance of 
kissing, the biological, chemical and 
psychological nature of the kiss, the 
role it plays in relationships and how 
the kiss will evolve in an increasing-
ly digitized world.
“A kiss is a powerful experience 
and acts like a natural drug in our 
bodies and brains,” she said about 
the biological and chemical factors.
Kirshenbaum’s studies of prima-
ry scientific literature and collabo-
rations with neuroscientists show 
kissing is associated with a rise in 
chemicals in the brain called neu-
rotransmitters. These include do-
pamine, responsible for feelings of 
craving and desire, and oxytocin, 
responsible for strong feelings of at-
tachment. The act of kissing helps 
humans find suitable partners and 
commit to each other to reproduce.
One’s first kiss is among the most 
vivid of memories — even more so 
than their first sexual experience — 
with people able to recount up to 90 
percent of the details, according to 
a research conducted by psycholo-
gist John Bohannon at Butler Uni-
versity. Bohannon found that it did 
not matter whether the kiss had tak-
en place two months or two decades 
ago, both partners were more likely 
to remember similar details.
“There’s been this idea of ‘flash-
bulb memories’ and any really 
strong, personally relevant situation 
seems to imprint itself very strongly 
in our memories,” said UT psychol-
ogy professor Art Markman, citing 
examples such as the Kennedy as-
sassination and 9/11.
Markman said in significant-
ly emotional situations, such as the 
first kiss, people are unable to think 
through the details in the heat of the 
moment. He said the brain captures 
powerful and detailed memories, 
creating the opportunity to go back 
later and effectively process the ex-
perience. This processing enables in-
dividuals to better anticipate equally 
emotional experiences in the future.
Although her first kiss was near-
ly a decade ago, biology sophomore 
Kylee Walter said she clearly re-
members it.
“I remember it because I was anx-
ious and nervous and with all the 
emotions, it’s just something you 
remember,” Walter said. “I also re-
member it because the first kiss is 
like a milestone in life.”
Knowledge of the science of kiss-
ing can help college students in future 
partnerships, Kirshenbaum said.
“Kissing matters tremendously in 
our significant relationships and not 
just the romantic variety,” she said. 
“There are ways to improve the ex-
perience by understanding more 
about our body, our partner and the 
science involved.”
Photo illustration by Andrew Torrey | Daily Texan Staff 
A study conducted at Butler University shows that most people remember their first kiss in greater detail 


















Book sheds light on study of smooches
Similar language use predicts 
compatibility in relationships
“We are more likely to be attracted to people 
who talk like us ...“
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SIDELINE
J’Covan Brown is fearless.
So when it came to the Long-
horns being down by one point 
with two seconds remaining 
against then-No. 8 Connecti-
cut, Rick Barnes knew exactly 
who he wanted making the in-
bounds pass.
“When you play this game, 
you can’t be afraid,” Brown said. 
“Sometimes you will turn the 
ball over, sometimes you won’t.”
In the midst of his best offen-
sive performance of the season, 
J’Covan Brown went to the hud-
dle during a time-out with only 
two seconds remaining in over-
time and his team down by one 
to Connecticut.
During the discussion, Brown 
let head coach Rick Barnes 
know that he wanted the ball. 
Not to take the final shot, but to 
make the inbounds pass.
With a season-high 20 points 
from seven of 14 shooting and 
two late clutch free-throws to 
send the game into overtime, 
Brown stood from the sideline 
a few feet inside the half-court 
line. After looking for a double-
teamed Jordan Hamilton, Brown 
found Cory Joseph across the 
court who missed the final shot 
in an 82-81 loss to then-No. 8 
UConn on Jan. 8 at the Frank 
Erwin Center.
Even if Brown hadn’t asked 
Barnes to take the final in-
bounds pass, he still would have 
been assigned to it.
“He’s not afraid to throw it. 
He’s not afraid,” Barnes said af-
ter the UConn game. “You’ve 
got to have somebody that’s 
willing to pull the trigger and 
he’s not afraid to the throw the 
ball. That’s probably more im-
portant than the guy that’s going 
to catch and shoot it.”
Not only is Brown not afraid 
to make a risky pass, take a fi-
nal shot — which he did at the 
end of regulation that clanked 
off the rim — or be at the free 
It’s hard to compare this year’s team with the one 
from last season.
For starters, the 2009-10 squad had three eventu-
al NBA draft picks, not to mention a top-5 recruiting 
class. They reached No. 1 in the nation for the first 
time in school history.
Somehow, that team imploded — a long, slow 
self-destruction that ended in a first-round NCAA 
tournament exit. As more and more comes out, it 
seems as though some mysterious toxin poisoned 
the leadership well and gradually sapped the play-
ers of motivation.
No one outside the team knows exactly what hap-
pened and most of the coaches and players want to 
move on, but we do know there was tension in the 
locker room arising from some unspoken strain. 
Gary Johnson once compared it to a disease. J’Covan 
Brown recalled how it felt more like a group of indi-
viduals than any sort of cohesive unit.
The chemistry is improved this season, that much 
is clear. It is hard to extrapolate facts about last sea-
son’s team, so let’s look at what we know about 
this year’s.
Seniors Johnson, Dogus Balbay and Matt Hill 
are a tight-knit group. During the national anthem, 
Allen Otto | Daily Texan file photo 
Sophomore shooting guard J’Covan Brown attempts a shot against Connecticut earlier this season. The Port Arthur native is averaging 9.2 points per game 
while leading Texas in free-throw percentage and has come into his own this year after an up-and-down freshman campaign.







15 pts, 3 re-
bounds, 5 assists
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Jan. 18 - Feb. 3
Come sign up in the basement 
of HSM.
Questions?




Team’s chemistry much improved
Allen Otto | Daily Texan file photo 
Cory Joseph, left, Dogus Balbay, center, and Alexis Wangmene, right, 
scramble on the defensive end against Connecticut. 
By Dan Hurwitz
Daily Texan Staff
Corey Leamon | Daily Texan Staff
J’Covan Brown cracks a smile on the court in a recent game. The second-




















































BROWN continues on pAgE 8
CHEMISTRY continues on pAgE 8
For the Longhorns, finding a 
light at the end of the dark tun-
nel of this season has been diffi-
cult. But tonight, that light could 
come in the form of proper deci-
sion making in a critical confer-
ence game against Texas A&M.
“It’s all about our decision 
making,” said head coach Gail 
Goestenkors. “Our effort is fine; 
I don’t have a problem with 
that. Now we’ve got to make 
better decisions.”
Texas (11-6, 0-3) arrives in 
College Station today, in the 
midst of a three-game losing 
streak — all against Big 12 oppo-
nents — with their most recent 
loss stemming from an over-
time heartbreaker against No. 14 
Oklahoma.
This season, the Longhorns 
have been continually plagued by 
turnovers and a lack of transition 
play. Last Sunday’s game against 
the Sooners was no different as 
the Longhorns turned the ball 
over 23 times. Tonight’s game 
features a No. 6 Aggie squad who 
leads the nation in turnover mar-
Texas looks to win 





RIVALRY continues on pAgE 8
Texas moved one step clos-
er to filling up its coaching 
staff vacancies Monday, nam-
ing Jerry Gray assistant coach 
and defensive backs coach. 
Gray, a former Longhorn 
defensive back, played for 
nine seasons in the NFL and 
spent 14 years as an assistant 
coach in the league, includ-
ing five seasons as a defensive 
coordinator.
“This is truly an excit-
ing opportunity for me and 
my family,” Gray said Mon-
day. “Not very many guys get 
the chance to come back and 
coach where they played, and 
to do that at a place that is as 
special as Texas. It’s just an 
unbelievable opportunity.”
Gray spent the past season 
as the defensive backs coach 
for the Seattle Seahawks.
Gray was the defensive co-
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Effort pleases Goestenkors, 
improved decision-making 





  •  Master of Athletic Training
  •  Master of Occupational Th erapy
  •  Doctor of Physical Th erapy
  •  Transitional Doctor of Physical 
      Th erapy Pathway*
  •  Doctor of Science in Physical Th erapy*
  •  Doctor of Philosophy in 
      Rehabilitation Sciences 
Clinical Administration & 
Rehabilitation Counseling
  •  B.S. Clinical Services Management*
  •  M.S. Clinical Practice Management*
  •  Master of Rehabilitation Counseling*
            *Distance Learning Programs
Laboratory Sciences & 
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  •  B.S. Clinical Laboratory Sciences
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               Certifi cate* Programs
  •  M.S. Molecular Pathology
  •  Master of Physician Assistant
Speech, Language & Hearing 
Sciences
  •  B.S. Speech, Language & Hearing 
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  •  Doctor of Audiology
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      Disorders
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Everybody counts on having safe, 
effective medicine for anything from 
the common cold to heart disease. But 
making sure medications are safe is a 
complex and careful process.
At PPD, we count on healthy volunteers 
to help evaluate medications being 
developed – maybe like you. You must 
meet certain requirements to qualify, 
including a free medical exam and 
screening tests. We have research 
studies available in many different 
lengths, and you’ll find current studies 
listed here weekly.   
PPD has been conducting research 
studies in Austin for more than 20 years. 
Call today to find out more. 
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throw line when the game is 
on the line, he isn’t scared of 
anything.
Not spiders, not the dark, 
not even heights. Or at least, 
he claims.
His fearless mentality comes 
from growing up on “the streets” 
of Port Arthur. Crime is com-
mon in Port Arthur and it is 
easy to get involved.
“When you are outside on the 
streets, there are only two things 
you can do: play basketball or 
be a drug dealer,” Brown said. “I 
tried to never get involved with 
the outside life. When I bumped 
my head a couple times, I knew 
this was not the type of life I 
wanted to live.”
Brown realized that basketball 
was his ticket out of Port Arthur. 
He saw how current NBA play-
er Stephen Jackson and his cous-
in, former Longhorn B.J. Tyler, 
were able to get out of that re-
gion of Southeast Texas and be-
come stars.
Brown quickly became a star 
in high school after transfer-
ring to Port Arthur’s Memorial 
High School.
But in his senior year, Brown 
hit one of those bumps. Only a 
few games into the season, Brown 
received a technical foul in the 
first half of a game in which he 
did not return. To make things 
worse, he removed his jersey and 
exited the gym with less than a 
minute left in the game that his 
team lost. Brown was later sus-
pended for the remainder of 
the season.
To add insult to injury, Brown 
was unable to enroll at Tex-
as following high school be-
cause of academic problems and 
not much later his Uncle Jef-
frey, who is responsible for dis-
covering the name J’Covan, 
passed away.
“That was a turning point for 
my life right there,” Brown said. 
“When that happened, I asked 
God for another chance, and I 
told him I would never mess it 
up again.”
His next chance involved him 
becoming academically eligible 
and allowing him to play in the 
2009-10 season. In his freshman 
year, Brown began the season 
coming off the bench and fin-
ished the season in the starting 
rotation because of injuries to 
Dogus Balbay and Varez Ward.
With Balbay healthy again, 
Brown is back to the bench.  Al-
though he may start the game on 
the sideline, he has embraced the 
role of being the sixth man. Ev-
ery game, Brown stands in front 
of his seat along the sideline 
yelling instructions and words 
of encouragement to those on 
the court. Until he is called to go 
into the game — usually three or 
four minutes into the game — 
Brown remains on his feet.
“Whatever it takes for my 
team to get rolling I’m going to 
do it,” Brown said. “I think my 
voice helps during the game. I’m 
trying to be that extra man to 
look at if everything’s not right.”
His teammates would agree. 
Well, at least the ones who are on 
the court. Others on the bench 
sometimes have difficulties see-
ing around Brown, but no one 
has confronted him about it yet.
“Yeah, it’s Coach J’Covan 
Brown. You know, one day he’s 
going to be a coach and he as all 
the traits to be one,” said fresh-
man starter Tristan Thompson.
Part of this new attitude comes 
with Barnes not being satisfied 
with Brown’s body language at 
times last season.
“His body language was al-
ways about his insecurity and 
him being frustrated with him-
self,” Barnes said. “He gets dis-
appointed because he’s one of 
those guys who thinks he can do 
it right every time.”
Though he was frustrated 
with himself, it didn’t help last 
season with the Longhorns los-
ing 10 of its last 17 games.
“Last year, I didn’t get the whole 
body language part,” Brown 
said. “It’s a day-to-day process. 
It’s just a mental thing. I don’t 
try to get upset about too many 
things anymore.”
Instead, Brown has made 
sure to bring positive energy to 
the team.
“Coach [Barnes] always says 
a national championship team 
starts from a bench with ev-
e r y o n e  b r i n g i n g  e n e r g y,” 
Brown said.
Brown has welcomed the role, 
maybe even a little too much, as 
referees have begun telling him 
to sit down.
But Brown isn’t afraid of the 
referees.
ordinator for the Buffalo Bills from 
2001-2005, coaching the Bills to 
the second-ranked defense in 2002 
and 2003. Gray then served as de-
fensive backs coach for the Wash-
ington Redskins from 2006-2009 
and was interviewed for the head 
coaching position in Washington 
before joining the Seattle staff.
The Lubbock native was a four-
year letterman at Texas from 1981 
to 1984, and is one of only sev-
en Longhorns to be named a two-
time consensus all-American, in 
1983 and 1984. His 16 intercep-
tions rank third all-time in school 
history, and he was inducted into 
the Longhorn Hall of Honor in 
1996. Gray was selected 21st over-
all in the 1985 NFL draft by the 
Los Angeles Rams and made the 
Pro Bowl four times before retir-
ing in 1993.
gin, forcing their most recent op-
ponent, Missouri, to 18 turnovers 
in the first half of play.
In what will be the 79th meet-
ing between Texas and Texas 
A&M, the Longhorns must adapt 
to the physicality of the Aggies’ 
game. The last time the two squads 
met, back in March of 2010, Tex-
as A&M capitalized on an impres-
sive second-half run to send Texas 
packing in the quarterfinals of the 
Big 12 Tournament.
“Texas A&M has a lot of talent 
and they’ve been the most physi-
cal team in the Big 12 from top-to-
bottom,” Goestenkors said. “Our 
players have not handled the phys-
icalness of their game very well 
in the past. We’ve lost our poise, 
we’ve lost our composure.”
But while Goestenkors’ squad 
has been losing, many players have 
continued to shine. Freshman 
Chassidy Fussell leads the way in 
points per game for the squad, av-
eraging a team-best 20 points per 
game in Texas’ last three games. 
Senior Kathleen Nash has been av-
eraging 15.6 points per game, fol-
lowed by juniors Ashleigh Fonten-
ette with 14.1 and Yvonne Ander-
son with 11.8. The Longhorns are 
the only squad in the Big 12 Con-
ference with three top-20 scorers.
“We’re close, we’ve just got to get 
over the hump,” Goestenkors said. 
“We are finding a way to play real-
ly hard, and play together, but now 
we’ve got to find a way to win.”
Finding a way to win against a 
Texas A&M squad that boasts an 
impressive 15-1 record will prove 
to be a true test for Texas. The Ag-
gies are off to their best Big 12 
Conference play start in the pro-
gram’s history at 3-0.
“We’ve just got to gear up and go 
and put 100 percent into the Texas 
game,” said Aggie head coach Gary 
Blair on Tuesday during his week-
ly press conference. “It’s fun to play 
Texas. We know they’re going to 
give us their best.”
The in-state rivals meet tonight 
for not only an opportunity to 
add an additional win to their re-
cord, but also a valuable 0.5 points 
to their overall total for the State 
Farm Lone Star Showdown, in its 
seventh season. Texas currently 
leads Texas A&M this season by a 
count of four to two.
Rivalry aside, Goestenkors 
hopes her team can pull them-
selves out of their slump.
“Texas A&M plays great defense 
and shares the ball well,” Goesten-
kors said. “Against great teams, 
you need to take advantage of ev-
ery opportunity; you find a way to 
win.”
you can find Johnson, head down, 
standing between the other two 
with his arms on their shoulders. 
All three say their greatest bonds 
on the team are with their fellow 
seniors.
It translates well onto the court 
where the team takes its defensive 
cues from Balbay — the best pe-
rimeter defender on the roster — 
and Johnson. In practice, neither 
is afraid to get after the younger 
guys, but they also seem to have 
the respect of their juniors.
Secondly, a more defined of-
fense means more defined roles. 
The high pick and roll is an inte-
gral part of the offense, and ball 
movement seems like a real prior-
ity rather than an afterthought or 
a last choice when a play breaks 
down. Three players have at least 
40 assists.
That doesn’t mean there isn’t 
room for some overlap. Jordan 
Hamilton, Cory Joseph or even 
Jai Lucas can handle the perim-
eter shooting in a game. Tristan 
Thompson is usually the initial op-
tion inside, but in some sets the 
first look might be Johnson.
Hamilton is the leading scor-
er, but the picture gets fuzzier af-
ter that. Three other players have 
led the team in scoring this season. 
Thompson, Johnson and Joseph 
are all within 1.4 points of each 
other in points averaged.
It’s hard to decipher the truth 
when the image presented by 
the players is all smiles and head 
coach Rick Barnes focuses so in-
tently on each game he doesn’t 
have time to compare this team 
to years past. However, we should 
have a better idea after Wednes-
day’s game, the Longhorns’ third in 
conference play.
Last season, Texas dropped its 
third league game to Kansas State, 
went on a 3-6 skid and it was 
downhill from there.
If the chemistry is fake against 
No. 11 Texas A&M in the Frank 
Erwin Center tonight, the team 
won’t escape with its pristine im-
age intact.
Eric Gay | Associated press
Junior guard Yvonne Anderson attempts a shot over a Baylor player 
during the Longhorns’ 72-87 loss to the Bears.
GRAY
continues from PAGE 7
BROWN continues from PAGE 7RIVALRY continues from PAGE 7
It’s hard to decipher 
the truth when the 
image presented 
by the players is all 
smiles ...
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APTS. Newly remodeled 
interiors
New laundry facilities w/
front load washers
Quiet complex near Met-
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Mad Science needs 




dren’s birthday parties. 
Must have dependable 
car and prior experience 
working with groups of 
elementary age children. 
We provide the training 
and equipment. If you 
enjoy working with chil-
dren and are looking to 
work only a few hours 
per week, this is the job 
for you! Pay: $25 - $35 
per 1 hr. class. Call 892-






sary. Training provided. 




NEEDED Part-time nanny 
needed approx 2-3 over-
nights per week for fam-
ily in NW Austin. Pays 
$100+ per night -must 
have childcare refer-
ences. Email resume to 
tricia.essad@gmail.com 
512-296-6270 
800 General Help Wanted
STUDENTPAY-
OUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers 
Needed In Austin. 100% 
FREE To Join! Click On 
Surveys.
GYMNASTICS COACHES 
Former cheerleaders and 
gymnasts wanted. Must 




ence required. We train 
you. 888-575-8477 
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ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in advertisement, notice 
must be given by 10 am the fi rst day of publication, as the publishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect 
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near UT. Will train. Cre-
ate form documents, 
assist clients, obtain 
state records, fax, fi le, 
proof. Flexible hours, ca-
sual dress. PT $11-12, FT 




GO WIFI COLLEGE 
AGENT Now Hiring Col-
lege Sales Agents for go-
WiFi to sell wifi  to local 
businesses. Earn up to 
$115 per sale in as little 
as 15 minutes and make 
your own hours. Seek-
ing motivated students 
looking to build business 
skills, improve resume, 
and make money. No ex-
perience necessary. Con-
tact info@goWiFi.com or 
visit www.gowifi .com 









FileMaker exp. a plus. 
Flexible hours, casual 
dress, small offi ce, ben-
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600 West 28th St, Suite #102
breckenridge
Breckenridge  •  Vail  •  Keystone 
Beaver Creek  •  Arapahoe Basin
SPRING BREAK 






at a prestigious coed 
sleepaway camp in the 
beautiful Pocono Mountains 
of PA, 2 1/2 hours from NYC.
We’re seeking specialty 
counselors in a wide 
range of activities. 
Go to islandlake.com 




For more info call
800-869-6083 
9–5 eastern time M–F





PPD conducts medically supervised re-
search studies to help evaluate new in-
vestigational medications.  PPD has been 
conducting research studies in Austin 
for more than 20 years.  The qualifi ca-
tions for each study are listed below.  You 
must be available to remain in our facil-
ity for all dates listed for a study to be 





BMI between 18 and 32
Fri. 18 Feb. through Sat. 19 Feb.
All Transportation, Announcements, 
Services and Merchandise ads are 
50 percent off regular rates and 
appear online at no additional charge, unless 
you opt for enhancements that will incur 
additional nominal charges. 
For more information or assistance please 
call the classifi eds clerk at 512-471-5244, 
or e-mail classifi eds@dailytexanonline.com
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About $13.7 billion would be cut 
from the next Texas budget, affect-
ing schools, health care and almost 
every state agency, according to a 
draft sent late Tuesday to lawmak-
ers and leaders.
Public schools would have their 
funding cut by $5 billion under the 
budget draft, while Texas colleges 
and universities would see a $771.6 
million reduction including near-
ly $100 million for Texas A&M and 
UT Austin. 
The draft also calls for cutting $2.3 
billion in state general revenue funds 
from Medicaid, the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program and other health 
and human services. The Texas His-
torical Commission would see its 
funding drop by almost 80 percent.
The cuts to education and health 
care services were expected because 
those areas made up more than half 
of this year’s $87 billion state budget.
Rep. Jim Pitts, R-Waxahachie, 
the chairman of the House Ap-
propriations Committee, said he 
would explain the proposal to the 
chamber on Wednesday. The base-
line budget, which attempts to ad-
dress a budget shortfall expected 
to top $15 billion, does not use any 
tax increases or money from the 
state’s Rainy Day Fund.
The draft is just the beginning of 
a long process, which probably won’t 
be finalized until next summer when 
the governor signs the Texas budget 
for 2012-13.
“There are no sacred cows for this 
next biennium for our introduced 
bill,” Pitts said last week. “So many 
people said, ‘You cannot cut educa-
tion.’ You can’t not cut education. We 
will be cutting every article within 
our budget. We will be cutting health 
and human, we will be cutting edu-
cation and we’ll be cutting our own 
budget in the Legislature.”
Some analysts say the true short-
fall could be much higher than $15 
billion — closer to $27 billion — 
if lawmakers intend to maintain 
spending at current levels and still 
pay for enrollment growth in public 
schools and on Medicaid rolls, cost 
increases and other variables. That 
figure amounts to almost a third of 
discretionary state spending in the 
current budget.
The Texas Constitution requires 
a balanced budget, and state leaders 
and many of the new supermajority of 
conservative legislators elected in No-
vember have vowed not to raise taxes, 
meaning the shortfall will have to be 
overcome almost entirely with cuts.
The shortfall will be the driv-
ing force behind almost every de-
cision the Legislature makes. From 
state parks and highways to health 
care programs for the poor and dis-
abled, state agencies are bracing for 
the hatchet.
Early proposals ranged from a loss 
of about 8,000 state jobs to the reduc-
tion in reimbursement rates for phy-
sicians, hospitals and nursing homes 
that participate in Medicaid — a de-
crease that could eventually dry up 
participation in the program for poor 
and disabled Texans. Schools are ex-
pected to lose up to $6 billion and 
a proposal to allow larger class siz-
es could clear the way for school dis-
tricts to lay off thousands of teachers.
Unborn fetuses may experience 
adverse effects if mothers eat too 
little during early pregnancy, ac-
cording to a report from a San An-
tonio research team.
The University of Texas Health 
and Science Center team moni-
tored two groups of pregnant ba-
boons at the Southwest Founda-
tion for Biomedical Research fa-
cilities. One group was allowed to 
eat as much as it wanted while re-
searchers fed the other 30 percent 
less than the amount the control 
group ate, said Laura Cox, the sci-
entist who conducted the study. 
The fetus’ brains in the second 
group showed poor development 
in many areas, she said.
This research reinforces the 
importance of a healthy diet be-
fore and at the start of pregnan-
cy, Cox said. Baboons work well 
as research subjects because they 
are genetically and physiologically 
similar to humans, she said.
“They are our ancestors, 17 mil-
lion years removed,” Cox said. 
“They are 94 percent genetically 
identical to us.”
Cox said that birth weight — 
considered by many to be an im-
portant indicator of a newborn’s 
health — is not always the best 
measuring stick. 
“A baby can be small and 
healthy,” she said.
Instead, Thomas McDonald, 
another scientist on the research 
team, said the group looked at pro-
teins and messenger RNA to find 
many deficits in the brains lack-
ing proper nutrition. Lots of lit-
tle changes may cause significant 
consequences, he said. Examples 
of consequences in children could 
range from trouble paying atten-
tion or following directions to IQ 
deficits, he said.
“It looks like a deprived brain 
but we can’t predict the future,” he 
said. “Give us a year and we’ll know 
a lot more than we know now.”
In the next year, McDonald said 
the team will perform cognitive 
tests on the nutrient-deprived ba-
boons as well as on the control 
group to determine the degree to 
which the physical defects of the af-
fected brain manifests itself in the 
developing baboons’ behaviors. 
McDonald said it is not unheard 
of for mothers to restrict their diets 
during pregnancy without know-
ing it is unhealthy for the fetus.
“It can come from famine, and 
it can happen in teen pregnancy,” 
McDonald said.
Overweight women who try to 
diet during the first part of preg-
nancy may be risking their baby’s 
health.
“You don’t want to play catch up 
[on weight loss during pregnan-
cy],” McDonald said.
In order to avoid dieting that 
would compromise the unborn 
child’s health, McDonald and Cox 
advise mothers prepare their bod-
ies by dieting prior to pregnancy 
if possible.
Eric Gay | Associated Press
Copies of the Texas budget are delivered to the mailroom at the state capitol, Tuesday in Austin, Texas. 
By April Castro
The Associated Press
By Mary Ellen Knewtson
Daily Texan Staff
Report finds dieting while pregnant may cause birth defects
office in January 2001.
“Given our state’s economic 
success compared to that of oth-
er states and Washington’s on-
going irresponsibility, I believe 
Texas will lead the way out of 
this turmoil,” he said. “Our state 
is the new, best hope for entre-
preneurs and small businesses — 
the place where Americans can 
redeem their promise and fulfill 
their potential.”
The Associated Press report-
ed the Legislative Budget Board 
circulated a set of recommen-
dations addressing the $15 mil-
lion budget deficit to lawmakers 
Tuesday, which included cutting 
health insurance and repealing 
the Sunday alcohol sales ban.
During the next 140 days, Per-
ry said the Texas Legislature will 
help develop the state’s influence 
to maintain what he dubbed the 
“Texas century” — a time when 
Texas will lead the nation into fi-
nancial stability.
Although state comptroller 
Susan Combs projected a state 
budget deficit of about $15 bil-
lion — the largest in state histo-
ry — at a press conference Jan. 
10, Perry did not dwell on the 
budget during his speech. He as-
sured the audience that lawmak-
ers would balance the budget by 
making spending cuts, not by 
raising taxes.
“As legislators do the hard 
work of trimming agency bud-
gets, the headlines will be dom-
inated by impacted constituen-
cies, but these tough times dic-
tate government doing more 
with less,” Perry said.
He also acknowledged a dele-
gation of Mexican governors and 
businessmen in attendance. Soon 
after, Perry criticized Washing-
ton for not doing enough to se-
cure our borders.
“While it should be addressed 
by our respective federal gov-
ernments, we cannot stand idly 
by when our citizens are threat-
ened,” he said. “Our state’s ef-
forts to secure the border have 
made our citizens safer and must 
be continued to prevent the flow 
of cross border violence.”
Perry and Lt. Gov. David Dew-
hurst gave their inaugural speech-
es at the top of the Capitol steps, 
overlooking an audience of about 
2,000 that included the Longhorn 
Band, Texas A&M Singing Ca-
dets, Fightin’ Texas Aggie Band 
and the Boy Scouts.
A protestor and Austin res-
ident Adam Freschauf weaved 
through the crowd carrying a 
black pirate flag. Adorned in a 
red, white and blue suit, he car-
ried a sign that read, “B of A 
sued by all 50 states.” Freschauf 
said he is trying to talk to law-
makers to see what they will do 
about the mortgage crisis dur-
ing this session and that Bank 
of America did not fully disclose 
information regarding mortgage 
rates, leading to the foreclosure 
of his home.
“I feel like Bank of America 
has lied to the nation,” he said. 
“I am hoping that by being here 
I can get the attention of law-
makers and tell them that they 
need to stop talking about what 
they’re going to do and do it. So 
I’m just carrying my flag and 
hoping they will notice me.”
In addition to Freschauf, a 
group of about a dozen handi-
capped citizens protested the in-
augural address.
One visitor traveled three 
hours to attend the ceremony. 
Adjunct professor at LeTourneau 
University E. James Tew drove 
from Dallas on Tuesday morn-
ing to watch the inauguration.
“Perry addressed the key is-
sues that are important today,” he 
said. “It was very inspiring. We 
heard what needs to be done, but 
now we wait for the direction and 
leadership of the Legislature.”
PERRY continues from PAGE 1Legislature prepares first draft of cuts
Texas universities may lose 
$771.6 million in funding, 
health care sees reductions 
“
We will be cutting health and human, 
we will be cutting education and we’ll 
be cutting our own budget ...“ Rep. Jim Pitts, R-Waxahachie
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is now accepting applications for its
spring 2 011 staff and DJ slots. If you’re 
a returning DJ and would like to be on 
staff, send an email to
MICHAEL@KVRX.ORG
If you’d like to learn how you can 
host your own radio show and get in 
with UT’s college radio station, e-mail
PM@KVRX.ORG
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you are currently reading. You can e-mail friends 
and family a quirky or inspirational quote you stum-
ble upon. The rise of eBooks must be due, in part, to 
our growing need for interactivity. 
Last summer IDEO released a video demonstrat-
ing three prototypes for iPad reading apps. The first, 
Nelson, allows users to “discover writings based on 
the impact they’ve had on popular opinion or de-
bate,” according to IDEO, and quickly double-check 
the reliability of sources (I’m looking at you, “An In-
convenient Truth”). Another app, Alice, “invites the 
reader to engage in the story-telling process,” en-
abling users to unlock plot twists by physically trav-
elling to specific geographic locations, or adding to 
the stories themselves. 
It seems that the book is slowly morphing from 
a solitary work of art to a living, breathing organ-
ism. Of course, this is nothing new. The ancient 
Greeks weren’t too keen on hardcover novels them-
selves. This is because we, as humans, thirst for con-
text, meaning and socialization. This is why David 
Foster Wallace fans flock to exhibits that house his 
scribbled marginal notes. While there’s some allure 
to the mystery of never again having the ability to 
ask a deceased author what their intentions were, 
in a culture fueled by mass interactivity (#checkme-
outontwitter), more and more of us seem to adhere 
to the mind-set that if we can’t watch an interview 
with an author on Craig Ferguson, their book isn’t 
worth our time. 
So if print literature is dying, it’s likely because the 
poster boys of the craft are dead. 
“Eat your vegetables, read your Faulkner,” anoth-
er professor of mine said when her typical string of 
“cool” assignments was interrupted by “Light In Au-
gust.” Although students grumbled, bragged about 
getting a B- on the test in spite of only skimming 
the Sparknotes and were probably less inclined to fill 
out her electronic evaluation sheet, I tend to agree 
with her as well. 
Most eye-catching, experimental pieces of litera-
ture are still rooted, intentionally or not, in the works 
that established the foundations of the craft. Shake-
speare parodies abound — from steampunk stories 
to gothic fiction. It’s nearly impossible to find praise 
for a modern author that doesn’t compare him or her 
to someone more notable (dazzling McCarthyesque 
prose! A Joycean tour de force of something-or-oth-
er!), so it couldn’t hurt to read the basics. 
But what I suggest is that we not only eat our vege-
tables, but cultivate our gardens, spicing up our liter-
ary repertoires with local ingredients. Lucky for us, 
we live in Austin, where savory literary events and 
blossoming talent need not be imported. 
direction, personal and profes-
sional, the hero feels as though he’s 
hitting a brick wall. But hope still 
shines for him when a producer 
green lights a long-gestating script 
to cash in on the latest werewolf 
craze — and this poor shmuck re-
alizes this might be his last chance 
at his dreams. 
It’s not particularly new ground, 
but this story of a struggling artist 
feels heartily personal. It’s told with 
a knowing sense of humor, where 
the gags aren’t designed to draw 
laughter but instead a breath and 
a nod. Harkham’s love for genre 
B-movies (he runs Cinefamily, a 
well-regarded repository cinema in 
West Hollywood) shines through 
with the story’s attention to detail, 
at one point illustrating the practi-
cal effects behind melting faces in 
monster movies. 
Harkham’s art also focuses on de-
tails in the settings of the story — 
the illustrations of the spaces the 
characters interact in reflect their 
internal states. He perfectly captures 
the sleaze of a Hollywood party, the 
quiet bedroom just before the baby 
begins to cry and the messy closets 
that film editors toil in.  
The characters find peace in 
small, repeated actions. He draws 
numerous panels of their detailed 
tasks, where their skills as arti-
sans shine and life becomes simple 
again. For example, one 12-pan-
el illustration follows the steps of 
cooking a chicken, rice and vege-
table dinner. This is contrasted lat-
er with an outrageously hedonis-
tic costume party where the panels 
balloon into varying sizes, reflect-
ing the disorder of the scene. On 
the exact opposite page, Harkham 
returns to order with images 
of his wife nursing their crying 
baby, the panels locked in a tight 
grid of sobriety. 
For Harkham, the contrast 
and the friction between the two 
is where life exists. Though the 
characters engage in the extremes 
of wild fantasies and domestic re-
sponsibility, their mundane exis-
tence together, as flawed as it is, 
is what Harkham emphasizes as 
being human. 
A great deal of Harkham’s com-
ics, including the first two issues 
of “Crickets,” can be found online 
at whatthingsdo.com. “Crick-
ets #3” can be found in comic 
book stores everywhere and can 
be ordered directly from Sam-
my Harkham’s bookstore Family 
Los Angeles at store.familylosan-
geles.com.
The words and their definitions 
include the passionately sincere 
(“breathtaking, adj. Those morn-
ings when we kiss and surrender 
for an hour before we say a single 
word”), the sweet and mundane 
(“qualm, n. There is no reason to 
make fun of me for flossing twice 
a day”) and the wryly humorous 
(“celibacy, n. n/a”). The entries 
read more like prose poetry than 
a typical novel.
The anonymous male narrator 
is shy and withdrawn, uncom-
fortable at parties and revels in 
spending time with his journal. 
The narrator’s partner, also anon-
ymous, is gregarious, impulsive 
and feels most at home being the 
center of attention. These dif-
ferences account for the cou-
ple’s electric attraction, but also 
open up the doors for the inse-
curities and resentments that 
threaten to tear them apart. For 
example, her drinking, which 
at first is charming, is later the 
crux of several arguments.
Levithan doesn’t allow the 
romance of “The Lover’s Dic-
tionary” to become too sweet; 
the brief novel is also tinged 
with sadness and heartbreak. 
The entries range from sil-
ly to poignant to painful, and 
although some entries are as 
short as one line, each is a mi-
cro-story that contributes to 
the overall narrative.
Unfortunately, the charac-
ter of the partner often makes 
it difficult to fully connect to 
the narrator’s emotional ups 
and downs — while the nar-
rator obviously cares deeply 
about his partner’s happiness, 
the partner often flirts right in 
his face and shows no discern-
ible regard for his feelings. 
Despite this, Levithan has 
a knack for creating a com-
pulsively readable story.  “The 
Lover’s Dictionary” is made 
for spontaneous, easy-to-read 
browsing. “A Lover’s Diction-
ary” isn’t revelatory by any 
means, but it’s undeniably ad-
dictive, enchanting and satisfy-
ing to read.
simple problem to be solved; ei-
ther an opportunity to gain leads 
from a possible suspect or a chance 
to save someone from dying. You 
often find a dead body at a new 
scene, gather clues from speak-
ing to their spirit and then rewind 
time to four minutes before their 
murder. By hovering your stylus 
over the screen and taking posses-
sion of various objects, you work 
your way around the environ-
ments and discover the clever log-
ic behind each puzzle. These tasks 
can often lead to trial-and-error 
repetition, but the game does an 
excellent job of balancing puzzles 
with colorful dialogue that often 
gives a hint to a problem without 
addressing the solution directly.
Once you befriend a recent-
ly deceased pompadoured pup by 
the name of Missile and save him 
from his cruel fate, it becomes ap-
parent that “Ghost Trick” has a 
lot more going for it than mys-
tery and logic puzzles. Everything 
about the game oozes personality 
and charm. The characters have a 
European influence that sets them 
apart and are lovingly animated in 
a style that recalls the rotoscope 
technology of a bygone era, also 
found in games such as “Prince 
of Persia” and “Flashback.” The 
soundtrack of smooth jazz com-
plimented by wonky synths also 
helps set the mood. 
Most of all it’s the dialogue that 
drives “Ghost Trick” forward and 
makes it such a great, interactive 
mystery story.
Walking the line
CRICKET continues from PAGE 12
GHOST continues from PAGE 12
READ continues from PAGE 12
Shannon Kintner | Daily Texan Staff 
Wayde Wilson slacklines in Auditorium Shores on Tuesday afternoon. Slacklining has become popular in Austin  
to improve balance and for newcomers who participate for fun.
LOVERS
continues from PAGE 12
Editor’s Note: This is the first in-
stallment of a column exploring the 
literary world in Austin. 
An admired English professor 
of mine seems weary of, if not al-
together opposed to, the notion 
of including Hemingway, Joyce, 
Chekov and Lawrence — a crew 
he jokingly refers to as “the dead 
white guys” — in his otherwise 
kaleidoscopic curriculum. While 
favoring fresh, even bizarre prose 
to classic works that have stood 
the test of time may seem whimsi-
cal, I tend to agree with him.
This weekly column, “Read Lo-
cal,” will explore all of the ways 
you can immerse yourself more 
fully in your storytelling experi-
ences, with far-from-stuffy read-
ing events to interviews with au-
thors who are writing about the 
culture you’re living in. 
Less than a year ago, Amazon’s 
eBook sales surpassed hardcover 
books. One explanation for this is 
the ease of transferring lightweight 
e-readers from place to place, but 
so many book lovers claim to en-
joy nothing more than cuddling 
up with a cup of coffee and a yel-
lowed paperback that there must 
be more to it than that. 
With the Kindle, you can look 
up the definition of a word you 
don’t know in one click. You can 
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“Ghost Trick: Phantom Detec-
tive” has a bit more up its sleeve 
than other adventure games on the 
DS. After nearly 10 years working 
on Capcom’s “Ace Attorney” fran-
chise, series creator Shu Takumi 
has achieved something even great-
er with his latest creation. 
By crafting a game and narrative 
that makes the most of the hardware, 
Takumi has given DS owners what 
could be one of the last gems of the 
system’s dwindling shelf life. His ad-
miration of detective novels shines 
through in every aspect of “Ghost 
Trick,” making the six to 10 hours 
you’ll spend in the night of a ghost 
solving his own murder an unlike-
ly pairing of a good mystery and the 
colorful, quirky characters that have 
populated Takumi’s previous titles.
Upon starting the game, you en-
ter the role of a lifeless corpse hidden 
away in a junkyard. It doesn’t exact-
ly hint at great game design possibili-
ties, but it does make for a good mys-
tery. Soon enough, you depart from 
the protagonist’s body and manipu-
late inanimate objects that populate 
each level in an effort to find out your 
name, your murderer and why you 
are in possession of these powers.
Originally devised as a game much 
broader in scope and multiple meth-
ods of input, “Ghost Trick” has been 
stripped down to its bare essentials 
since it was initially planned in 2004. 
Like the best DS titles, all you need 
is the stylus in your hand as you tap 
and drag across the screen — the 
most basic, tactile methods that re-
main novel. The bottom screen dis-
plays the environment with objects 
you can possess marked by a blue 
flame, while the top screen gives a 
close-up of the selected object and 
the action it can perform. As com-
plicated as this may seem in theo-
ry, there is always an apparent, linear 
path that the objects in the environ-
ment lead you down. The trick is in 
timing and awareness. 
Each stage gives the player a 
In his debut novel for adults, “The 
Lover’s Dictionary,” David Levithan 
— an author already well-known in 
the young adult novel circuit — ap-
plies an unusual format and his signa-
ture earnest sweetness to tell a mod-
ern love story of an unnamed couple 
experiencing love’s highs and lows.
“The Lover’s Dictionary” is liter-
ally formatted like a dictionary, with 
nearly 200 definitions arranged in 
alphabetical order. However, Levi-
than replaces the dry, detached def-
initions of a typical dictionary with 
short vignettes that tell of a cou-
ple who meet online and embark 
upon a passionate yet tumultuous 
relationship. This is how Levithan 
attempts to define a concept as nebu-
lous and elusive as love. 
The long-awaited third issue 
from one of the most influential 
figures in comics of the last de-
cade, Los Angeles-based Sammy 
Harkham’s self-published “Crick-
ets #3: Sex Morons,” features three 
stories following the conflicts be-
tween the perimeters of the hu-
man character and the realities of 
daily existence. 
Harkham is best known as the 
editor of the extremely influential 
“Kramers Ergot” series (and the 
more recent out-of-left-field-but-
completely-unsuprisingly-awe-
some “Bart Simpson’s Treehouse 
of Horror #15”). Around the 
fourth issue — released in 2003 — 
Harkham’s anthology became the 
firmest landmark of the entire art 
comics scene. Each volume grew 
in size and scope until the colos-
sal “#7,” a titanic tome nearly the 
size of a full-grown man.  
Harkham’s status as a perennial 
tastemaker probably comes from 
his deep understanding of the me-
dium. He’s a damn fine cartoonist 
too, with a simple and loose style 
of thin, powerful lines done with 
a rapidograph pen that evoke the 
workmanship of classic strip car-
toonists such as George Herriman 
(“Krazy Kat”) or Will Eisner (“A 
Contract With God“). His contri-
butions to “Kramers” were always 
one of the more accessible offer-
ings, especially in the company of 
wildly experimental cartoonists 
such as Ben Jones (“B.J. and Da 
Dogs“), Renee French (“H Day“) 
and Marc Bell (“Hot Potatoe”).
Don’t mistake that accessibil-
ity for shallowness. Harkham’s 
comics revolve around recurring 
themes of family, conflicting re-
sponsibilities and aspirations. He’s 
got a sharp focus on what he’s in-
terested in — the daily pain and 
breathless joys of men who strive 
and struggle to be upstanding hu-
man beings. His protagonists are 
usually unassuming Jewish men 
and young fathers. 
The first page of “Crickets #3” 
is crammed with information, 
featuring an illustrative piece, a 
remembrance piece memorial-
izing five cartoonists who died 
between the second and third 
issues, the colophon, a politi-
cal cartoon and a comic adap-
tation of a part of Franz Kafka’s 
diary, with just enough room to 
print the thank yous sideways in 
a two-inch space. There follows a 
previously published piece, “The 
New Yorker Story,” that follows 
the last 24 hours of a Yale Uni-
versity literature professor as he 
attempts to finish a story for The 
New Yorker. It’s similarly dense, 
with around 100 panels crammed 
into four pages.  
The effect is similar to the 
opening credits to Gaspar Noé’s 
2009 film “Enter the Void,” which 
were designed to obliterate the 
outside world and entirely plunge 
the audience into the artist’s fic-
tion with sensory overload. Af-
ter “The New Yorker Story,” 
Harkham slows the reader down, 
first with a vignette of a three-
minute conversation held during 
a chance smoke break. After that, 
the issue launches into “Blood of 
the Virgin,” which makes up the 
meat of “#3.”  
“Blood of the Virgin” is set in 
the fall of 1971, centering around 
an aspiring Jewish filmmaker as 
he tries to  make it in the Holly-
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Shannon Kintner | Daily Texan Staff 
Carolyn Tracy reshelves books while working at BookPeople, a local, independent book store, which carries a wide selection of works by local authors.
‘Dictionary’ redefines short, sweet reads
‘Ghost Trick’ plays on handheld’s perks
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